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THE BRASS RING LUNCHEON 
BREAKING RECORDS

Denver’s elite flooded the Denver Marriott City Center 
on November 18th for the Brass Ring Luncheon in 
support of children with type 1 diabetes. They shopped 
through an extensive silent auction and bid on live 
auction items before watching stunning fashions from 
Garbarini walk down the runway. Attendees showed 
an incredible amount of generosity and raised over 
$300,000, breaking the event’s past fundraising records.

Lauren Whitney, a meteorologist for CBS4, emceed 
the event and introduced 33 children with type 1 
diabetes who were applauded as they marched down 
the runway. These children receive diabetes care at 
the Barbara Davis Center (BDC) and represent the 
hundreds of thousands of children living with diabetes 
around the world. They received a heartwarming 
applause for their strength and courage for dealing with 
this disease on a daily basis.

Tangy Buchanan (The Guild President) and Wendy 
Aiello DeHaven (Brass Ring Luncheon Chair) 
thanked everyone for their continuous support. 
Together, we are helping thousands of patients receive 
world-class care at the Barbara Davis Center. Tangy 
and Wendy were thrilled to be involved with The Guild 
of the Children’s Diabetes Foundation and to help make 
this event come to life.

Several children took the mic to share their story with 
diabetes.  Ellie White described her complications 
living with both Wolfram Syndrome and type 1 
diabetes and how these diseases impact her daily life, 
as well as her future. Robert Reinhardt, an 11-year old 
type 1 said a prayer before lunch. Robert always brings 
a positive attitude to type 1 diabetes and helps others in 
any way he can.

Brass Ring Luncheon attendees were able to complete 
their holiday shopping at the event’s silent auction by 
bidding on exciting trips, wonderful items donated 
from local businesses, and dazzling gift baskets donated 
by Guild members and assembled by Judy McNeil and 
Christy Alberts.

The live auction raised $42,000 and featured exciting 
packages that included an African Safari, a VIP tour of 
the ESPN headquarters with Adam Schefter, tickets to 
the Country Music Awards in Nashville, and more. To 
finish off the auction, eight patients of the BDC joined 
auctioneer Rick Rolph on the stage to auction off their 
catered dinner and their hand painted plates for each 
dinner guest. 

After the auctions, the audience showed undeniable 
support of the Children’s Diabetes Foundation and 
donated an additional $118,000 to the Foundation. 
We are so thankful for these wonderful gifts! 

Runway models presented sophisticated fashion 
designs from Garbarini, a high fashion Boutique 
in Cherry Creek North, that included everything 
from casual looks to stunning gowns.  Thank you 
to Garbarini and show producer, Josh Schmitz of 
Ruckus Apparel, for presenting a beautiful fashion 
show from start to finish.

Once again, Jewels for Hope provided an immense 
assortment of jewelry for attendees to shop through. 
They also premiered their new signature piece, 
which is designed and dedicated to reaching a cure for 
diabetes. Visit the Children’s Diabetes Foundation’s 
website to purchase your necklace! 

Continued on page 4

PHOTOS: 
1. Robert Reinhardt  2. Fashions By Garbarini 
3. Gina Abou-Jaoude & Ana Reinhardt  4. Chris Foster, Carole 
Kaiser 5. Lauren Whitney 6. The Isakson Family and Guests 
7. Brass Ring Luncheon Paddle Raiser  8. The Frei Family
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Purchase this signature piece at
www.childrensdiabetesfoundation.org
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The proceeds of this event benefit the 
programs of The Guild of the Children’s 
Diabetes Foundation, including Helping 
Hand (assisting families in financial need), 
the Charlotte Tucker Scholarship, the diabetes 
awareness and education program, and clinic 
and research programs at the Barbara Davis 
Center.

A huge thank you to our sponsors who made 
this event a great success, including Denver 
Marriott City Center, Denver Post Community;   
Media Sponsor – Reign Magazine, Betsy Marr 
– Publisher & Editor-in-Chief; Benefactor – 
SAP; Premier Sponsors–WILMAC Foundation 
& Crazy Merchant; Angel Sponsors – Tom & 
Lisa Corley, Wendy Aiello DeHaven & Walt 
DeHaven, Allan and Margot Frank, Olè & 
Marty Jensen, MDC/Richmond American 
Foundation, Meagher Energy Advisors, NexGen 
Resources, Jim & Kathy Toole; Corporate 
Sponsors – Cirque Investment Group/RBC, 
G5 Financial, Kroenke Sports Charities, and 
Morgan Stanley.

Thank you to all who attended the Brass Ring 
Luncheon. Your support means the world to us!
Moving forward, the Brass Ring will be held 
in the Spring! The 2017 Brass Ring Luncheon 
will be held on March 24 and will honor 
Susie Hummell, Guild Program Manager, 
for her 20 years of service to the Children’s 
Diabetes Foundation. The fashion show will 
be presented by acclaimed New York City 
designer, Marc Bouwer. The co-chairs are 
Shelley Lucas, Judy McNeil, and Lyn Schaffer. 

Visit www.ChildrensDiabetesFoundation.org to 
purchase your tickets to the upcoming Spring 
Brass Ring!

PHOTOS LEFT: 
1. Rick Rolph & Ellie White 2. Maryann Riebe, Dana Davis & Lori Finch 
3. The Rea Family and Guests 4. Hailey Kiker & Cecilia Polumbus  
5. Charles & Judy McNeil 6. Wendy Aiello DeHaven 7. Fashions By 
Garbarini 8. Shelley Lucas, Barb Oberfeld & Tangy Buchanan

PHOTOS RIGHT:
1. Applause for Kids with Type 1 Diabetes 2. The Finch Family 
3. Tangy Buchanan & Wendy Aiello DeHaven 4. Adrienne Ruston 
Fitzgibbons, Lisa Corley, Sharon Gelt
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It is true that the school nurse can now use my daughter’s 
Dexcom continuous glucose monitor (CGM) readings 
to determine if she is in a safe range and to dose insulin 
without doing a finger stick blood sugar?

Yes, the FDA has now approved giving insulin based on the 
Dexcom CGM readings. Dr. Greg Forlenza from the Barbara 
Davis Center has been leading a team to advise school 
nurses how to safely do this. It would seem wise to primarily 
use the CGM readings when the CGM readings are in safe 
range, such as between 80 and 250 mg/dL. If values are 
below or above this range, a finger stick blood sugar would 
be advised as a safety precaution. If a person is having a low 
(hypoglycemic) episode, a finger stick blood sugar should 
be done to document the low. Then the 15 minute follow-
up (or at other intervals, if still below 70 to mg/dL) should 
be done by finger stick. This is because the CGM value is 
approximately 10 minutes behind the finger stick blood sugar. 
If the CGM values are used, excessive sugar may be given and 
the blood sugar may rise excessively.  Obviously, these same 
rules for the school setting would be wise to use in the home 
setting as well.

I recently read that the MiniMed/Medtronic 
artificial pancreas was only approved for people 
ages 14 years and above. Does that mean that my 
11-year-old son will not be able to get it?

A tough question! Theoretically, it could be 
ordered “at the discretion of your physician.”  That 
happens frequently when medicines or devices 
are not approved for children. Usually, however, 
the insurance will not cover the costs until FDA-
approved. The good news is that studies are now 
in progress (including at our Center) to try to 
obtain approval for younger children. In general, 
it is wise to wait until studies show safety for 
younger children before starting the system. Dr. 
Paul Wadwa from our Center showed a greater 
likelihood of elevated ketones when children aged 9 
years and younger had their insulin pumps turned 
off for two hours during the night (to protect from 
hypoglycemia). The safety of our children is a 
priority for the FDA as well as for all of our families 
and care-providers.

H. Peter Chase, MD

Q: Q:

A: A:

Do you have questions you would 
like to submit to the Q & A?

 
Contact Mattie Peck at
Mattie@ChildrensDiabetesFoundation.org
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Being friends with a diabetic has definitely been 
interesting. The first time I met Mattie, we were 
playing Red Rover during recess with the other 
children in our grade. Mattie seemed just like 
any other kid, running around and having fun. 
When I got to know her better, I found out she 
had diabetes and as a safety measure, she had 
to be escorted everywhere around the school. 
In case she had a seizure or other diabetic 
complication, the escort (usually another 
student in her class) would be able to send for 
help. Mattie asked me to go with her to the 
nurse’s office before lunch one day so she could 
test her blood sugar. I agreed, as it was a great 
excuse to get out of class early.

We walked to the nurse’s office together, talking 
about whatever 6th grade girls talk about. Our 
conversation continued even while we were in 
the nurse’s office and Mattie was retrieving her 
diabetes supplies and prepping them to take a 
blood sugar. I didn’t know much about diabetes, 
so I was completely horrified when I saw Mattie, 
mid-conversation, stab her finger, squeeze blood 
out of it, and then stick a glucose meter in the 
blood. But of course, I wanted to seem cool so I 
did my best to continue the conversation while 
trying not to pass out from the sight of blood.

I couldn’t believe someone who acted just like 
any other kid could have a disease that had to 
be monitored so often and so painstakingly. 
I was afraid she might break any minute. 
Luckily, Mattie has always been very open about 
her diabetes. Learning from her and how to 
help if a life threatening situation arises put me 
at ease and allowed me to view her as a friend 
again and not as someone who needs to be 
protected from the world. It took Mattie a while 
to get her blood sugars under control, but now 
that she has, we have traveled around the world 
together. Not only is Mattie an awesome person 
in general and a great travel companion, but 
because she has diabetes, she always has snacks 
with her. And who doesn’t love snacks?

FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE TO 
NEUSCHWANSTEIN CASTLE 
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By Jenny Garten
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In 2007, Ralph and Robin Bronk lost their 
eldest son to complications of type 1 diabetes 
after living with the disease for over 20 years. 
Their company, Mountain High Tree, Lawn, 
and Landscape Co., is matching donations to 
the Children’s Diabetes Foundation up to $500! 
Every dollar helps care for children with type 
1 diabetes and with this matching gift, your 
donation will make double the impact. 

Visit www.childrensdiabetesfoundation.org/
mountain-high-tree to donate to the Children’s 
Diabetes Foundation with a matching gift from 
Mountain High Tree, Lawn and Landscape Co.!
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EPIC Diabetes 
Conference

The Barbara Davis Center & Children’s Diabetes Foundation Present:

March 4, 2017 | Denver Marriott City Center | 8:00 AM to 1:30 PM
Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes | Register NOW –– Space is Limited!

Workshops Include:
l Newer Medications for Diabetes
l Diabetes a nuestra cultura y lenguaje
l Associated Diseases with Diabetes
l Hypoglycemia and Glucose Control
l Healthy Living with Diabetes
l Diabetes and Emotional Health
l Future of Diabetes Technologies
l Children Living with Diabetes

Breakfast, lunch, and snacks will be served

Door 
Prizes

Social Circle:
Meet other 
T1D & T2D

people in your 
community

Workshops 
by 

Diabetes 
Experts

$5  
Registration 

Fee

Vendors
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You spend months wishing your baby would sleep through the night and suddenly you wake up one morning fully 
rested and you realize it happened! You rush into your baby’s room to see her happy and smiling, arms up to be 
picked up and life gets just a little better. Sure, there’s still diapers to change and messy fingers to clean, but finally 
you get a full night’s rest every night (okay maybe not every night, but more than before).

Then the doctor gives you the diagnosis – Type 1 Diabetes. At first you’re getting up to check blood sugars 
because the doctor says so. Then maybe you’re getting up because you’re just afraid – afraid that this unknown, 
uncontrollable force is going to send your baby into a coma. Then one morning you just wake up and realize you 
slept through. You missed the 3 am check. Again you rush into her room and find her number is 56, low enough to 
worry, and you feel the flush of guilt wash over you. How could you have slept? What could have happened? All of 
the negative side effects flood your mind from training and you vow never to sleep again. 

BEING A T1D 
CAREGIVER  
D
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BETES N
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S 

By Jennifer Griffin

Photo: © www.JensenSutta.com

Continued on page 12
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1. Build a good team – train grandma, grandpa, 
aunties, uncles, neighbors, sitters, friends. Train 
everyone who’s willing to learn so that when 
you hit the wall (and you will hit the wall) 
you have a list of people to call and rely on for 
a nap or an overnight. Six months after my 
daughter’s diagnosis my husband and I had to go 
to a conference in Las Vegas and I had to leave 
my baby girl with my sister for the first time. 
It was horrible on me! I left her five pages of 
instructions with dosing, feeding, sleeping, all of 
it. I’m sure she thought I was crazy, but it was all 
so new. 

2. Create an instruction packet – speaking of 
five pages of instructions, create a document 
in your computer that can easily be updated 
and printed when you need it. Include doctor 
phone numbers, emergency numbers, dosing 
instructions, pump settings and tips with 
suggested snacks for your kid. Include anything 
someone might need to know to take care of your 
child. This way you can get everything on paper 
before you actually need it. I can’t tell you how 
many times this has come in handy over the last 
decade.  

3. Build in personal time – especially if your 
diabetes kid is still at home, it’s important to 
not let diabetes take over your life. Sign up for a 
massage club, join a hobby group, start a bowling 
league or even find a way to give back. Use your 
team to set aside time. Eat food and DON’T 
count the carbs.  

4. Enjoy the perks – now if you’re new to this, I 
know it’s hard to see the perks. My daughter has 
had multiple opportunities to develop public 
speaking skills, meet wonderful people, and 
educate people on her condition. We’ve gone 
swimming with manatees, met the Colorado 
Avalanche, and participated in ground breaking 
research in the Artificial Pancreas project. She 
is smarter, stronger and more empathetic than 
most 13 year olds I know and I’m proud of how 
she handles her condition. 

The resounding theme in our home is this: Natalie 
has diabetes, diabetes does NOT have her! And it 
doesn’t have me either. 

 WAIT?? WHAT?? That’s ridiculous! But we’ve all been there, the forgotten lantus, the over corrected low, the day you’re 
caught at the diabetes party with no glucose tabs (that was the lowest my daughter has ever been – 25). Life with T1D is 
a constant roller coaster of blood sugar and emotions. So, how do you essentially replace your child’s pancreas without 
becoming a casualty yourself?

Photos: © www.JensenSutta.com
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Diabetes appointments aren’t too bad when you get to 
meet some of your heroes when you’re there! Colorado 
Avalanche players, Carl Soderberg and Patrick Wiercioch, 
visited the Barbara Davis Center in January to play games 
and hang out with type 1 diabetes patients.  The kids (and 
some of the BDC staff too) were ecstatic to meet these 
athletic role models!
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Photos: © Michael Martin Photography

COLORADO AVALANCHE VISITS
THE BARBARA DAVIS 
CENTER 
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The Children’s Diabetes Foundation’s is excited to be selected as a grant recipient for 
the 2016 Sprouts Healthy Communities Foundation’s Neighborhood Grants program.  
The Helping Hand program was awarded a $10,000 grant to help uninsured and 
underinsured patients at the Barbara Davis Center by providing diabetes testing supplies, 
grocery gift certificates, medical identification bracelets, and other basic necessities to 
families who are experiencing financial hardship.
 
Thank you Sprouts Healthy Communities Foundation for helping us reach for the brass ring – the cure!

HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS
IT’S TIME TO REGISTER
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July 13-16, 2017

It’s time to register for our annual, continuing 
medical education conference designed for 
healthcare providers caring for adolescents and 
adults with diabetes.    

This conference is for: certified diabetes 
educators, internists, pediatricians, family 
physicians, physician assistants, nurse 
practitioners, nurses, dietitians and all healthcare 
providers interested in receiving the most up-to-
date type 1 and type 2 diabetes information from 
world-renowned diabetes experts.

REGISTRATION DETAILS:    
View program details and registration 
information at:   
www.regonline/atdc.com

Questions?  Contact Marijane Engel at:  
mj@childrensdiabetesfoundation.org or 
303-628-5115

Pickles
Olives
Cheese
Meat stick
Eggs
Cucumbers

PRACTICAL WAYS TO ACHIEVE TARGETS IN DIABETES CARE

SOCIAL MEDIA
On our social media pages, we asked people:

Are there any foods you can eat and not dose for?*
*Please note: these answers are what people responded to on social media, but everyone is different. 

This is not medical advice. Consult your doctor or endocrinologist with questions or concerns.

ANSWERS

Celery
Lunch meats
Green beans
Sugar-free Jello
Plain meats 
Lemons

Black coffee
Bacon 
Sausage
Dry roasted    peanuts
Mushrooms

Strawberries
Lettuce
Broccoli
Avocado
Carrots
Peanut butter

Pork rinds
Cherry tomatoes
Berries
Salami
Cream cheese
Nuts

Peppers
Popcorn
Whipped cream
Pepperoni
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Children’s Diabetes Foundation Board Members and Guild Presidents
EXECUTIVE BOARD:
Mrs. Barbara Davis, Chairman

Dana Davis, Executive Director 

Richard S. Abrams, M.D.

Jules Amer, M.D. 
   Honorary Lifetime Member

Mr. Peter Culshaw

Stephen Daniels, M.D., Ph.D. 
   Chairman of Pediatrics, The Children’s Hospital, Denver 

Mrs. Nancy Davis Rickel 

Steven Farber, Esq. 
   Board Member Emeritus

Daniel Feiten, M.D.

Mr. Shane Hendryson

Mrs. Arlene Hirschfeld 

Mrs. Deidre Hunter 

Mr. Shawn Hunter 

Mrs. Tracy van Orman

Mr. Cameron van Orman

Mr. Ken Rickel

John J. Reilly, Jr., M.D. 
   Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs & Dean, School of Medicine,  
   University of Colorado Denver

Mrs. Stacy Mendelson Robinson 

Marian Rewers, M.D., Ph.D. 
   Executive Director of the Barbara Davis Center for Childhood  
   Diabetes, University of Colorado School of Medicine

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD:
Richard S. Abrams, M.D. 
   Director, Colorado Preventive Medicine, Rose Medical Center; 
   Clinical Professor of Medicine UCD

Mark Atkinson, Ph.D. 
   Professor of Pathology & Pediatrics, Director, University of 
   Florida Diabetes Institute

Ezio Bonifacio, Ph.D. 
   Professor for Preclinical Approaches to Stem Cell Therapy,  
   Center for Regenerative Therapies, Dresden, Germany

Robert Eckel, MD 
   Professor of Medicine, Physiology and Biophysics,  
   University of Colorado School of Medicine

Matthias Hebrok, Ph.D. 
   Professor in Residence and Director, Diabetes Center, 
   University of California, San Francisco

Steven Kahn, MB, Ch.B. 
   Professor of Medicine, Director of the Diabetes Research 
   Center, University of Washington

Rudolph Leibel, MD 
   Professor of Pediatrics and Medicine, Co-Director,  
   Naomi Berrie Diabetes Center, Columbia University

Alvin Powers, MD 
   Professor of Medicine, Molecular Physiology/Biophysics, 
   Division Director, Vanderbilt University

William Tamborlane, MD 
   Professor of Pediatrics, Yale University School of Medicine

ADVISORY BOARD:

Sir Michael Caine
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Daly
The Honorable Diana DeGette,  
   U.S. House of Representatives, Colorado
Mr. Neil Diamond
Mr. Placido Domingo
Mr. John Elway
Mr. David Foster
Mr. Kenny G
Mr. David Geffen
Mr. Magic Johnson
Mr. Quincy Jones
Ms. Sherry Lansing
Mr. Jay Leno
Mr. Paul Marciano
Mr. Mo Ostin
Sir Sidney Poitier
Mr. Lionel Richie
Mr. George Schlatter
Ms. Maria Shriver
Mr. Steven Spielberg and Ms. Kate Capshaw

Ms. Brenda Richie
Ms. Barbera Thornhill
Miss Joan van Ark 
Mr. Gary L. Wilson
Mr. Stevie Wonder

 
THE GUILD PRESIDENTS:

Founding President, Amy Davis
Mrs. Gina Abou-Jaoude
Mrs. Jamie Angelich
Mrs. Karen Aylsworth
Mrs. Linda Broughton
Mrs. Joy Burns
Dr. Bonita Carson
Mrs. Nancy Cowee
Mrs. Dalyla Creaghe
Mrs. Margy Epke
Mrs. Chris Foster
Mrs. Helenn Franzgrote
Mrs. Sally Frerichs
Mrs. Debbie Gradishar
Mrs. Helen Hanks
Mrs. Marty Jensen
Mrs. Gail Johnson
Mrs. Sharon Kamen
Mrs. Janet Knisely
Mrs. Shelley Lucas
Mrs. Suzy Love
Mrs. Judy McNeil
Mrs. Sally Newcomb
Mrs. Gretchen Pope
Mrs. Carol Roger
Mrs. Kay Stewart
Mrs. Diane Sweat
Mrs. Loretta Tucker
Mrs. Jane Weingarten

NewsNotes will be published 
quarterly by the Children’s 
Diabetes Foundation. We 
welcome your comments. 

If you would like to submit an 
article or a letter to NewsNotes, 
send information to: Mattie@
childrensdiabetesfoundation.org

Zachary Reece 
Graphic Designer

Mattie Peck 
Dana Davis 
Editors

KNOW THE SYMPTOMS OF TYPE 1 DIABETES
Extreme Thirst • Frequent Urination • Lethargy • Irritability 

Weight Loss • Vision Changes
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EPIC Diabetes Conference
The Barbara Davis Center & Children’s Diabetes Foundation Present:

March 4, 2017 | Denver Marriott City Center | 8:00 AM to 1:30 PM
Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes | Register NOW –– Space is Limited!

Breakfast, lunch, and snacks will be served

Door 
Prizes

Social Circle:
Meet other 
T1D & T2D

people in your 
community

Workshops 
by 

Diabetes 
Experts

$5  
Registration 

Fee

Vendors

Children’s Diabetes Foundation  
4380 South Syracuse Street 

Suite 430 
Denver, CO  80237 
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